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Although almost four of every five Canadians (78%)
donated an average of $259 each to nonprofit and volun-
tary organizations in 2000, not all of these donors claimed
a tax credit, according to the 2000 National Survey
of Giving, Volunteering and Participating (NSGVP)." This
fact sheet discusses the relationship between government
tax credits for charitable donations and the donating
behaviours of Canadians.

How many and how much?

Although only 13% of donors said that an income tax
credit was a reason for their donation, almost half (45%0)
indicated that they, or someone else in their household,
intended to claim a tax credit for their charitable dona-
tions. Donors claiming a tax credit made more donations
(4.9 donations, on average) and gave higher amounts
($447, on average) than did those not claiming a tax
credit (2.8 donations and $110).

The percentage of donors intending to claim a tax credit
for their donation increased with the amount of money
donated. Among donors who gave $213 or more,” 76%
said that they or someone in their household intended to
claim a tax credit. This group of top donors collectively
accounted for 82% of the value of all donations in 2000.
However, although most of this group said that they
would claim a tax deduction, only 18% of them said that
the income tax credit was a motivation for their donation.

Donor characteristics

The percentage of donors intending to claim a tax credit
for their donation varied with the personal and economic
characteristics of donors. For example, the percentage of
donors claiming a tax credit increased with household
income — from a low of 22% among donors with
household incomes of less than $20,000, to a high of
67% among donors with household incomes of $100,000
or more.

1 NSGVP estimates are based on reports of charitable giving and
volunteering over a one-year period by Canadians aged 15 and older.

2 Donors who gave $213 or more during 2000 are in the top 25%
of donors.
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